The Coming Civilization
which organized Christianity is linked in man)
people's minds. When they think of the Church
whether in the Catholic or Protestant or any othei
sense, an image arises in their thoughts of drear)
services and sentimental hymns; of the faint scent o]
pinewood pews or musty dampness; of either emo-
tional parsons, or very hearty parsons, grinding OUT
platitudes or being aggressively dogmatic; of sour-
faced spinster ladies who subscribe to convert the
heathen and also to the suppression of love-making
in the public parks; of conventional white-collared
black-coated sidesmen who show us to our pew anc
collect the alms and probably support the loca
Rotary.
Different forms of religion may awaken variation!
on this theme. Thus, those whose traditions art
Roman Catholic or Anglo-Catholic will think rathei
of painted statues, and clusters of candles, and 2
string of elaborately tabulated dogmas. Those whc
come of Nonconformist stock will recall hell-fir<
and rompy hymn-tunes. But whatever our religiou;
heredity, we tend probably to visualize the Churcl
as a kill-joy, repressive influence. Even if we com<
of a Catholic stock and were never forbidden t(
play games on Sunday, we may regard the ortho
dox Catholic's attitude towards sex: problems, lib
divorce or birth-control, as adamantly puritan.
That is the picture. Official Christianity represents
in the popular imagination, a mental backwater
a sectional attitude to life with which men feel n<
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